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Parks Foundation, the Olmsted 
Parks Conservancy or Brightside to 
find out more. 
Join the “Treevolution”!

Michael J. Heitz, Director
Louisville
Metro Parks 
and 
Recreation

 t’s spring in Louisville. Flowers I are blooming and trees are 
filling out in beautiful shades of 
green. We are seeing the benefits of 
an extensive tree planting effort in 
our parks and parkways. 
Why are trees so important? 
They reduce air pollution, fight 
the greenhouse effect, reduce soil 
erosion, help to modify the climate 
and increase economic stability. 
From the creation of the Tree 
Advisory Committee, to hiring an 
additional arborist to coordinate 
tree plantings throughout the city, 
Mayor Fischer has made the ex-
pansion of Louisville’s tree canopy 
one of his top initiatives. 
Since last July, Parks has plant-
ed more than 1,100 trees to help 

FROM THE DIRECTOR Metro Parks
By the Numbers

119 parks and 6 parkways,
on approximately 13,000 acres.

Plus:
 1 extreme park
 1 adapted leisure center
 1 aquatic center
 2 senior centers
 2 arts and cultural centers
 2 historic homes
 2 outdoor amphitheaters 
 4 outdoor swimming pools
 9 golf courses/3 youth courses
 12 community centers
 14 spraygrounds
 16 spraypads
 135 athletic fields
 160 tennis courts
 165 playgrounds
 300 restrooms
 500 structures total

Greg Fischer, Mayor
•
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 1 | Attica Scott
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 15 | Marianne Butler
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 18 | Marilyn Parker
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 21 | Dan Johnson
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 23 | James Peden
 24 | Madonna Flood
 25 | David Yates
 26 | Brent Ackerson
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Erika Nelson
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Cover: Mist flower and smartweed
in Iroquois Park.

Bring your smart phones, tablets, 
laptops and other mobile devices - 
all will get a workout at five Metro 
Parks community centers that are 
now offering wi-fi!
Thanks to a federal grant, managed 
by the Metro Department of Com-
munity Services and Revitalization, 

computer lab spaces are being 
developed at four community 
centers, which have been outfitted 
with wi-fi: California, Southwick, 
Beechmont and Portland.*
Through the generous support of 
a grant from PNC Bank, wi-fi will 
also be available at the Shawnee 

Wi-Fi Comes to 
Five Metro Parks
Community Centers

Louisville Metro
Government

increase our canopy and replace 
dying/diseased trees. In fact, the 
great work of our forestry division 
made a significant impact in help-
ing the city reach its overall goal, 
set in 2011, of 10,000 new trees 
planted throughout Louisville! 
But the work isn’t over - the Mayor 
has set a new goal of planting 
5,000 more trees this spring and 
summer, and you can help! If you 
plant a tree in your yard or neigh-
borhood, please register it with the 
city’s Tree Tracker, so it can be 
counted toward those 5,000. Just 
go to louisvilleky.gov/Brightside.
Also, there are several places you 
can donate time or funds to help 
support the community’s tree can-
opy. Contact the Louisville Metro 

Arts and Cultural Center.
Visit these community centers and 
“get connected”!
*Beechmont and Shawnee centers 
are expected to be online by 
mid-summer.
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 hanges are underway at the
 popular Northern OverlookC at Iroquois Park and the 
‘best view in Louisville’ is getting a 
long-awaited makeover. 
The Northern Overlook Restoration 
project teams Louisville Metro 
Parks & Recreation with its private 
nonprofit partner, Olmsted Parks 
Conservancy, in a project that will 
enhance the overlook by improving 
its sustainability and making it less 
prone to erosion, while creating 
a vibrant and welcoming public 
space.
Mayor Greg Fischer and the Lou-
isville Metro Council commited 
$500,000 to the first phase of the 
project, which will be matched with 

Iroquois Park Northern Overlook
Restoration Proceeding

 he award-winning Louisville Extreme Park, located
 at the corner of Clay and Franklin streets just east ofT downtown, is undergoing a partial demolition and 
relocation, due to construction of the Ohio River Bridges 
Project. About one-third of the existing park will be razed, 
and a new section built on adjacent property. 

Relocation of Louisville 
Extreme Park Begins

The new section will include similar elements and features that have made 
the park an extremely popular destination for skateboarding, blading and 
biking enthusiasts from across the country! 
The park may experience brief closures from time to time throughout the 
spring and summer to accommodate construction. The replacement project 
is funded by the Kentucky State Transportation Cabinet.

another $500,000 through a fund-
raising campaign by the Olmsted 
Conservancy.
Site clearing work began in 
January, with Metro Parks crews 
removing the existing concrete, 
paving and stonework at the site. 
A design team selected for the 
project will develop, with public 
input, a restoration plan. It is 
hoped that the plan will be final-
ized by the end of summer, and 
some initial construction under-
way by the end of the year.
For more information visit lou-
isvilleky.gov/MetroParks/parks/
iroquois, where you can sign up 
for project update emails.

On a clear day, from Iroquois Park’s Northern Overlook
you can see all the way from the airport to

Louisville’s west end and far beyond.



Metro Parks and 
Recreation
Summer Camps
 ur Louisville” is the
 theme for this year’s “O summer camps, held at 
all twelve Metro Parks community 
centers.
Featured activities include: Belle of 
Louisville cruise, Youth Health Ini-
tiative Program, Reds Rookie Suc-
cess League, Bike Sense program, 
and weekly field trips. A wide array 
of daily on-site programs focusing 
on physical fitness, arts and crafts, 
the environment and education will 
be available at all locations.
Camp programs are designed for 
ages 6 to 12, with a teen camp 
offered at the South Louisville 
Community Center for ages 13 to 
15. New this year is a specialty 
camp at Shelby Park Community 
Center for ages 5 to 7 only.
Camp fees range from $60 to $95 
per child per week, depending on 
location. Reduced fees are avail-
able for those who qualify.
Summer Camp information is 
available by calling 502/574-4460 
or by emailing Metro Parks.
Summer Camp community center 
locations and fees:
Baxter
1125 Cedar St
502/574-2670

$60/child/week
Beechmont
205 West Wellington Ave
502/361-5484

$60/child/week
California
1600 West St. Catherine St
502/574-2658

$60/child/week
Cyril Allgeier
4101 Cadillac Ct
502/456-3261

$70/child/week
Douglass *
2305 Douglass Blvd
502/456-8120

$95/child/week
Newburg
4810 Exeter Ave
502/456-8122

$60/child/week

Parkhill
1703 South Thirteenth St
502/637-3044

$60/child/week
Portland
640 North 27th St
502/776-0913

$60/child/week
Shelby Park **
600 East Oak St
502/574-1780

$60/child/week
Southwick
3621 Southern Ave
775-6598

$60/child/week
Sun Valley
6505 Bethany Ln
937-8802

$70/child/week
South Louisville ***
2911 Taylor Blvd
574-3206

$60/child/week
* Registration begins 4/12
** Camp for ages 5-7 only
*** Camp for ages 13-15 only
Other camp fee information:
Registration fee and first week’s 
fee must be paid at registration. 
$20 Registration fee includes one 
camp t-shirt (no registration fee at 
Douglass).
Birth certificates must be presented 
at registration for age verification. 
Out-of-county participants: $30 

registration fee per child, plus 
additional camp fee: 

$10/child/week.
Camp fees can be 
paid in advance 
but must be paid 
on Monday of 
each week at the 
latest. 

Early Bird Drop-
Off (at 7:30 a.m.) 

is being offered. 
Fee is $10/child/week. 
A late fee will be 

charged for pick-up 
after 6 p.m., and 

must be paid at 
time of pick-up.
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Get Outdoors
and Make This a 
Historic Season!
Riverside, The Farnsley-Moremen Landing 
7410 Moorman Rd 40272 
502/935-6809 
riverside-landing.org
info@riverside-landing.org

Eleventh Annual Derby
Brunch On the River
Sun, Apr 27, 11 a.m.-1:30 p.m.
Join honorary host Mayor Greg Fischer for an authentic Kentucky break-
fast, music, two auctions, and tours of the historic home and new family 
chapel, at this official Kentucky Derby Festival event on the banks of the 
Ohio. Wear your Derby hat and be eligible for a prize! Tickets are $65 per 
person or $500 for a table of 8.  
Old Fashioned Ice Cream Social
Sun, July 13, 1-5 p.m.
Bring the whole family out for a relaxing afternoon of ice cream, music, 
and fun. Don’t miss the Ice Cream Eating contest at 3 p.m.! 

100 Years on the Ohio
Sat & Sun, Sept 20 & 21
Event offering a unique historical perspective on the years 1765 to 1865, 
where visitors can see reenactors demonstrating the tools, weaponry, 
clothing, pastimes and cooking 
of the period. 

Locust Grove 
561 Blankenbaker Ln 40207 
502/897-9845 
locustgrove.org 
lghh@locustgrove.org 

Gardeners Fair and Silent Auction 
Fri, Sat & Sun, May 9, 10 & 11, 10 a.m.-5 p.m.
This event offers the chance to purchase flowers, herbs and plants plus a 
variety of tools, and gardening accessories, sculptures, water gardens, art 
and antique yard furniture. There will be a silent auction with scores of 
offerings - antiques, quilts and other handiwork, art, gardening accessories 
and gift certificates. General admission, including a tour of the home, is 
$6 for adults, $3 for children. Proceeds support Locust Grove.

Summer Antiques Market 
Sun, June 29, 10 a.m.-4:30 p.m.
Professional dealers from the south and midwest display their wares on 
the lawn: American country antiques, formal furniture, books, textiles, 
jewelry, silver and more. Concessions will be available. General ad-
mission, including a tour of the home, is $6 for adults, $3 for children. 
Proceeds support Locust Grove.

Seventh Annual Jane Austen Festival 
Sat & Sun, July 19 & 20, 10 a.m.-5 p.m.
A Regency emporium, Regency-style show, 
workshops, entertainment, four-course 
afternoon tea, Grand Ball and more. 
One-day pass: $12; two-day pass: $20; 
children admitted free. 
More info: jasnalouisville.com



 ack in November, when Artistic Director Matt Wallace announced 
 the summer season for Kentucky Shakespeare, he also announced B a new series: Shakespeare in the Parks.
A scaled down, 90-minute version of Hamlet will tour nine Louisville 
parks through April and May, bringing free Shakespeare to neighborhoods 
all across Louisville.
“This is an exciting piece of the transformation of Kentucky Shakespeare. 
We are dedicated to bringing free, accessible, professional theatre to our 
community, and we are thrilled to branch out to new neighborhoods,” 
Wallace said in a news release.
“This touring production of Hamlet is the kick-off to our upcoming 
summer-long festival for the city of Louisville.” He further added, “We 
thank the members of the Metro Council, the Mayor of Lyndon, and other 
generous individuals who have helped us put together this special event 
for the families of their districts.”
The production is directed by Wallace and features an ensemble cast 
of eight professional, Louisville-based actors. Jonathan O’Brien plays 
the title role, with Jon Huffman as Claudius, Abigail Bailey Maupin as 
Gertrude, Gregory Maupin as Polonius, Megan Massie as Ophelia, Tony 
Milder as Horatio, Zachary Burrell as Laertes/Rosencrantz, and Kyle 
Ware as Guildenstern, in addition to many ensemble roles filled by the 
cast. The production also features costumes by Donna Lawrence Downs 
and live music from the actor ensemble.
Shakespeare in the Parks is sponsored by Metro Council members Rick 
Blackwell, Marianne Butler, Cheri Bryant Hamilton, Dan Johnson, Jim 
King, Tom Owen, James Peden, Attica Scott, Barbara Shanklin, David 
Tandy, Tina Ward-Pugh and Vicki Aubrey Welch, and by Lyndon Mayor 
Susan Barto.
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Kentucky Shakespeare:
Bringing the Bard to 
More Louisville Parks

Shakespeare in the Parks: Hamlet
Iroquois Park
2120 Rundill Rd 40214

Sun, April 6, 6 p.m. 

Riverside Gardens Park
2899 Lees Ln  40216

Sun, April 13, 6 p.m. 

Highview Park
7201 Outer Loop  40228

Sat, April 19, 6 p.m. 

Tyler Park
1501 Castlewood Ave  
40204

Sat, April 26, 6 p.m. 

Petersburg Park
5008 East Indian Tr  
40218

Sun, April 27, 6 p.m. 

Emerson Park
1100 Sylvia St  40217

Sun, May 4, 6 p.m. 

Shawnee Park
4501 West Broadway  40211

Sat, May 10, Noon

Story Avenue Park
1531 Story Ave  40206

Sat, May 17, 6 p.m. 

Robsion Park
1 Robsion Park Dr, Lyndon  

Sun, May 18 at 6 p.m.

Shakespeare in Central Park
Central Park
1340 South Fourth St  40208
kyshakespeare.com

Kentucky Shakespeare’s 2014 season in Central Park will run from June 
11 to August 17, with productions of A Midsummer Night’s Dream June 
11-22, Henry V from June 25 to July 6, and a full-length production of 
Hamlet July 10-13. From then until July 27, all three shows will rotate in 
repertory.
Following that, the Globe Players student program will stage Love’s 
Labours Lost from July 31-August 3. The final two weeks of this year’s 
season will feature productions by local acting companies Le Petomane 
(As You Like It), Walden Theater (Pericles), Savage Rose Classical Theatre 
(King Lear), and Shoestring Production’s Women of Will, a collection of 
Shakespeare’s women’s scenes and monlogues. Contact those companies 
for dates and times.



Portland
Community Center
640 North 27th St  40212
502/776-0913

PROGRAMS

Homework Heroes • Teen Weight-
lifting • Wheelchair Basketball
AMENITIES

Gymnasium • Kiln • Weight Room

Shawnee Arts
and Cultural Center
607 South 37th St  40211
502/775-5268

Shelby Park
Community Center
600 East Oak St  40203
502/574-1780

PROGRAMS

Boy Scouts • Tuesday Night Fun 
Night (Highland Partnership) • 
Tutoring

 etro Parks operates 12 community centers, where you can shoot 
 hoops, do homework, exercise, learn a craft, meet neighbors and M more. We also have additional centers that focus on specific 
segments of the community.
Adapted Leisure Activities offers activities for individuals with 
mental and/or physical disabilities and their friends and families - 
with wheelchair basketball, aqua exercise, dances, shopping and more. 
ALA staff works with sites around the area to ensure that patrons with 
disabilities can participate in recreational activities.
The Metro Arts Center and Shawnee Arts & Cultural Center, in partner-
ship with several local arts organizations, hold programs on subjects from 
pottery to guitar playing to theater classes, available to all ages.
Metro Parks’ two Seniors centers offer meals, games, fitness classes, 
clubs, trips, aerobics, billiards, arts and crafts and much, much more, at a 
pace seniors can enjoy!
The following information is subject to change without notice. It is 
recommended that you call ahead to confirm availability; centers reserve 
the right to cancel a class if the minimum enrollment number is not met. 
Call or visit a center, or visit our website, for more information.

AMENITIES

Cardio Center • Game Room • 
Gymnasium • Teen Room

Beechmont
Community Center
205 West Wellington Ave  40214
502/361-5484

PROGRAMS

Boy Scouts • Girls Rock • P.R.O.S. 
Afterschool Program
AMENITIES

Billiard Room • Cardiovascular/
Weight Room • Library • Pottery 
Studio • Senior Fitness/Meals

California
Community Center
1600 West St. Catherine St  40210
502/574-2658

PROGRAMS

Fitness and Awareness • Senior 
Card Players • Silver Sneakers

Cyril Allgeier
Community Center
4101 Cadillac Ct  40213
502/456-3261

PROGRAMS

Louisville Visual Arts Association • 
Ms. Betty Aerobics • Senior Men’s 
Basketball • Winter Break Program 
(in conjunction with OST)
AMENITIES

Gymnasium • Kitchen • Multi-Pur-
pose Room

Douglass
Community Center
2305 Douglass Blvd  40205
502/456-8120

PROGRAMS

Archery • Girls Volleyball • Silver 
Sneakers
AMENITIES

Game Room • Gymnasium • 
Weight Room

Flaget Senior Center 
4425 Greenwood Ave  40211
502/574-2831 or 502/574-2646

PROGRAMS

Arthritis Class • Arts Crafts & 
Games • Silver Sneakers Exercise 
Classes
AMENITIES

Exercise Room • Walking Track • 
Weight Room
OUTREAch

Metro Parks Senior Services part-
ners with some community centers 
to provide senior nutrition pro-
grams. Call Flaget Senior Center to 
find out more.

Metro Arts Center
8360 Dixie Hwy  40258 
502/937-2055 
metroarts@louisvilleky.gov 

PROGRAMS

Adult Arts and Crafts • Family 
Programs • Youth Arts

Newburg
Community Center
4810 Exeter Ave  40218
502/456-8122

PROGRAMS

Karate • Seniors • Teen Girl
AMENITIES

Gymnasium • Kitchen • Weight 
Room

Parkhill
Community Center
1703 South Thirteenth St  40210
502/637-3044

Adapted Leisure
Activities
2305 Douglass Blvd #3  40205 
502/456-8148 
aleisure@louisvilleky.gov 

PROGRAMS

Beginning Wheelchair Basketball • 
Grab Bag • Singing 101
AMENITY

Adapted Leisure Activities Center 
adapts recreational programs to 
maximize participants’ benefits

Baxter
Community Center
1125 Cedar Ct  40203
502/574-2670

PROGRAMS

B-Fit Cardio Cub • Crafty Kids • 
Young Gems Girls Club
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COMMUNITY CENTERS

Southwick Community Center



Louisville Tennis Center
Joe Creason Park
3783 Illinois Ave 40203
502/456-8173
athletics@louisvilleky.gov

Metro Parks and Recreation offers 
youth year-round opportunities to 
improve fitness, display competi-
tive spirit, and socialize.
For youth, our Athletic Division 
offers both JCPS Elementary 
School and Community Center 
Leagues for the following sports 
this fall/winter:

  Flag Football 
  Volleyball 
  Basketball 
  Cross Country (only offered 

 through elementary schools)
  Track & Field (only offered 

 through elementary schools)
Metro Parks reserves the right to 
cancel a league and refund fees if 
there is a lack of participation. For 
more information about our Metro 
Parks and Recreation leagues, 
contact our Athletics Office at 
502/456-8117.

YOUTH ATHLETICS

Louisville Tennis Center
Joe Creason Park
3783 Illinois Ave 40203
502/456-8173
athletics@louisvilleky.gov

Metro Parks offers adult leagues 
throughout the year:

  Men’s basketball
  Co-ed flag football
  Men’s flag football
  Co-ed kickball
  Men’s softball
  Co-ed softball

Employees help organize leagues, 
tournaments and clinics. In-person 
registration is encouraged, and 
fees are due at registration. 
Metro Parks reserves the right to 
cancel a league and refund fees if 
there is a lack of participation.
You may call for Athletics infor-
mation weekdays from 8 a.m. to 5 
p.m. For information about Metro 
Parks basketball leagues call 
502/456-8117.

AMENITIES

Game Room • Paved Outdoor 
Walking Path • Rental Space

South Louisville
Community Center
2911 Taylor Blvd  40208
502/574-3206

PROGRAMS

Aerobics • Senior Fitness • Walking 
Club
AMENITIES

Gymnasium • Outside Play Area • 
Weight Room

Southwick
Community Center
3621 Southern Ave  40211
502/775-6598

PROGRAMS

Arts & Crafts • Cub Scouts • Teen 
Weights • Zumba
AMENITIES

Gymnasium • Kitchen • Teen 
Room

Sun Valley
Community Center
6505 Bethany Ln  40272
502/937-8802

PROGRAMS

Archery • Girls Club • Toddler Time
AMENITIES

Fitness Room • Kitchen • Meeting 
Room

Wilderness Road 
Senior Center 
8111 Blue Lick Rd  40219 
502/964-5151 
parks@louisvilleky.gov 

PROGRAMS

Daily Nutrition Lunch Program 
• Daily Table and Card Games • 
Silver Sneakers Exercise Program
AMENITIES

Billiards Room • Fitness Area • 
Multi-Purpose Room
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Mary T. Meagher Aquatic Center
Crescent Hill Park 
201 Reservoir Avenue  40206 
502/897-9949 
parks@louisvilleky.gov 
Algonquin Pool
1614 Cypress St  40210
Fairdale Pool, 
Nelson Hornbeck Park
709 Fairdale Rd  40118
Norton Pool, 
Camp Taylor Memorial Park
42101 Lee Ave  40213
Sun Valley Pool
6505 Bethany Ln 40272

Athletic Fields
502/368-5865
parkpermits@louisvilleky.gov

Outdoor athletic fields are available 
throughout the year. Most fields 
can be reserved by the general 
public for games and practices, 
although non-profit groups operate 
some fields exclusively under 
franchise agreements. Metro Parks 
offers a pricing structure that can 
fit your practice, single game, or 
league needs. 
All fields – with the exception of 
a small number of fields reserved 
for games only – may be enjoyed 
by the public for informal use on a 
first-come, first-served basis, pro-
vided the field hasn’t been reserved 
and the users are not charging a 
fee to any participants. Call or go 
online for locations and pricing.

Athletic Leagues
502/456-8117 • basketball
502/456-8173 • all other sports
fax • 502/456-8168
athletics@louisvilleky.gov

Metro Parks offers seasonal 
leagues around the Metro area, in 
many sports. Staff will 
help your group 
organize leagues, 
tournments 
and clinics.

Campgrounds
Family and group tent camping 
sites for rent; there are latrines and 
water near all sites.
Jefferson Memorial Forest
11311 Mitchell Hill Rd  40118
502/369-5404

Cyclocross
Cyclocross is a competitive racing 
sport similar to cross-country bik-
ing. Eva Bandman Park is home to 
Louisville’s world-class course.
Eva Bandman Park
1701 River Rd  40206
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Accessible
Programming
Adapted Leisure Activities
2305 Douglass Blvd  40205
502/456-8148
tdd • 502/456-8183
aleisure@louisvilleky.gov

Metro Parks’ Adapted Leisure Ac-
tivities Program offers recreational 
opportunities throughout Louisville 
Metro, for individuals with mental 
and/or physical disabilities, their 
friends and families.

Amphitheaters
Seasonal events such as musicals, 
concerts, festivals and more are 
held in the Iroquois Amphitheater, 
while Central Park is home to the 
long-running free Kentucky Shake-
speare Festival.
C. Douglas Ramey 
Amphitheater, Central Park
1340 South Fourth St  40208
kyshakespeare.com

Iroquois Park Amphitheater
1080 Amphitheater Rd  40214
502/368-5865
iroquoisamphitheater.com

Aquatics
Spraygrounds
These parks feature modern spray-
grounds which include interactive 
and/or complex spray elements, 
with electronic timing.
Algonquin Park
1614 Cypress St  40210
Baxter Square Park
301 South Twelfth St  40203
Breslin Park
1388 Lexington Rd  40206
California Park
1104 South 16th St  40210
Crescent Hill Park
3110 Brownsboro Rd  40206
Farnsley Park
3100 Wedgewood Way  40220
Nelson Hornbeck Park
709 Fairdale Rd  
40118
Iroquois Park
2120 Rundill Rd  40214

Iroquois Park’s 2,500 square-foot 
sprayground is the largest in Metro 
Parks. With the DREAM Founda-
tion it was designed to be inclusive 
for patrons of all abilities.
LaPorte Park
2529 Bank St  40212
Long Run Park
1605 Flat Rock Rd  40245

Petersburg Park
5008 East Indian Tr  40218
Riverview Park
8202 Greenwood Rd 40258
Shawnee Park
4501 West Broadway  40211
Shelby Park
600 East Oak St  40203
Wyandotte Park
1104 Beecher St  40215

Spraypads
The following parks feature 
traditional spray pads: converted 
wading pools with a single obelisk 
that sprays water.
Bingham Park
160 Coral Ave  40206
Boone Square Park
1935 Rowan St  40203
Central Park
1340 South Fourth St  40208
Cherokee Park
745 Cochran Hill Rd  40206
Chickasaw Park
1200 Southwestern Pkwy  40211
George Rogers Clark Park
1024 Thruston Ave  40217
Elliott Square Park
630 South 28th St  40211
William Harrison Park
3232 Oleanda Ave  40215
Russell Lee Park
3701 Southern Ave  40211
G.G. Moore Park
626 M St  40208

Parkhill Park
1703 South
13th St  
40210
Portland Park
640 North 27th St 
40212

Huston Quin Park
4105 South First St  40214
William B. Stansbury Park
2302 South Third St  40208
Tyler Park
1501 Castlewood Ave  40204
Victory Park
1051 South 23rd St  40210

Swimming Pools
Metro Parks offers year-round 
swimming and fitness opportunities 
at the Mary T. Meager Aquatic 
Center, as well as operating four 
outdoor summer pools. Amenities 
at the Center include weight room 
with Cybex, free weights and 
cardio equipment. Lap swim, water 
exercise and many other lessons 
are available throughout the year.
Children under 8 must be accomp-
anied by a guardian 12 or older at 
Metro Parks pools. Chair lifts for 
persons with disabilities are avail-
able; call your pool ahead of time.

WHAT’S AT MY PARK?
Louisville Metro 
Parks and 
Recreation
Post Office Box 37280
Louisville KY  40233-7280
502/456-8100
metro-parks.org
parks@louisvilleky.gov

Metro Parks is a nationally accred-
ited parks and recreation agency.

Mission Statement
The mission of Louisville Metro 
Parks is to create a City of Parks 
where people can play, learn, grow 
and be healthy. The mission is 
accomplished by taking care of 
all parks properties and creating 
new ones, by providing safe and 
diverse recreational programs, and 
by protecting our public lands and 
resources for future generations.

Function and History
Metro Parks staff plans, operates 
and maintains 119 public parks on 
approximately 13,000 acres, and 
various facilities and recreation 
programs in Louisville Metro.
The department was established 
in 1968, when the Louisville City 
Parks Department and the Jefferson 
County Parks Department com-
bined. Metro Parks operates with 
funding from Louisville/Jefferson 
County Metro Government.

Accessibility
It is the intent of Metro Parks to 
make all programs and facilities 
accessible to individuals with 
disabilities; if an accommoda-
tion is necessary for a patron’s 
participation, please advise Metro 
Parks staff of the needed service in 
advance. For alternative versions of 
this Recreation Guide or any Metro 
Parks publication, call 502/456-
8148 (voice), or 502/456-8183 
(TDD).

Hours
Metro Parks properties are open to 
the public every day of the year, 
dependent on circumstances. Hours 
are posted at each park. Excepting 
golf courses, Louisville Metro 
Parks facilities and programs are 
closed on New Year’s Day, Martin 
Luther King Jr. Day, Memorial 
Day, Independence Day, Labor 
Day, Thanksgiving Day and the 
following Friday, and Christmas 
Day.



Day Camps
502/456-8186
parks@louisvilleky.gov

Metro Parks conducts summer day 
camps for children 6 to 12, with 
themes including art, sports and 
environmental education.

Dog Runs
Cherokee Park
2501 Alexander Rd  40204
502/458-9450
Louisville Champions  Park
2050 River Rd  40206
Toonerville Trolley  Park
218 East Oak St  40203
Charlie Vettiner Park
5550 Charlie Vettiner Park Rd  
40299

Environmental 
Education
Cherokee Park
2501 Alexander Rd  40204
502/458-9450

Walk park trails through the Net-
tleroth Bird Sanctuary.
Jefferson Memorial Forest 
11311 Mitchell Hill Rd 
Fairdale, KY 40118 
502/368-5404 
memorialforest.com 
forest@louisvilleky.gov 

Seasonal adventure, historic and 
environmental education programs 
for all ages are conducted by staff 
naturalists at the Environmental 
Education Center.

Extreme Sports
Louisville Extreme Park
148 North Clay St  40202

Louisville’s Extreme Sports Park is 
among the nation’s best for biking, 
blading and boarding. With more 
than 40,000 square feet of street-
style, transition and vert features, it 
has something for all enthusiasts.

Fishing
Fishing licenses may be purchased 
at retail outlets, bait and tackle 
shops and stores selling fishing 
equipment. They are also avail-
able at the Welcome Center of the 
Jefferson Memorial Forest.
Obey Louisville Metro fishing 
laws. For information on water 
recreation laws, call 800/858-1549.

Fishing Lakes
Cherokee Park
745 Cochran Hill Rd  
40206

4.6 acre lake with 
accessible pier

Chickasaw Park
1200 Southwestern Pkwy  40211

1.6 acre lake - catch and release 
only
Fisherman’s Park
5607 Old Heady Rd  40299

8 lakes, 15.2 acres total
Iroquois Park
2120 Rundill Rd  40214

1.1 acre lake
Jefferson Memorial Forest
Tom Wallace Lake
off Mitchell Hill Rd  40118

5.4 acre lake with accessible pier
Long Run Park
1605 Flat Rock Rd  40245

28.7 acre lake with boat ramp
McNeely Lake Park
10500 Cedar Creek Rd  40229

46.2 acre lake with accessible pier 
and boat ramp
Thurman Hutchins Park
3734 River Rd  402007

Accessible pier
Charlie Vettiner Park
5550 Charlie Vettiner Park Rd  
40299

1.2 acre lake
Watterson Lake Park
1714 S Wheatmore Dr  40215

4.1 acre lake with accessible pier
Waverly Park
4800 Waverly Park Rd  40214

5.3 acre lake

Fishing on the River
Eva Bandman Park
1701 River Rd  40206
Chickasaw Park
1200 Southwestern Pkwy  40211
Carrie Gaulbert Cox Park
3730 River Rd  40207

Accessible pier, boat ramp
Hays Kennedy Park
7303 Beachland Beech Rd  40059

Access by Garvin Brown Preserve
Kulmer Reserve Park
17200 Kulmer Beach Rd  40177
Riverview Park
8202 Greenwood Rd  40258

Boat ramp
Shawnee Park
4501 W Broadway  40211

Frederick Law 
Olmsted Parks
502/456-8125
olmstedparks.org
info@olmstedparks.org

Frederick Law Olmsted Parks is a 
not-for-profit organization dedicat-
ed to restoring, enhancing and pre-
serving the eighteen parks and six 
parkways designed by Frederick 
Law Olmsted in Louisville.
Louisville’s system was the last 
designed by Olmsted, the “Father 
of American Landscape Architec-
ture”, and one of only four such 
systems across the country. He 
also designed the parks systems of 
Boston, Seattle and New York.
If you would like to receive a 
newsletter, schedule of program 
dates, or to join the Park Champi-
ons volunteers, contact Frederick 
Law Olmsted Parks.

Gift Shops
Jefferson Memorial Forest 
11311 Mitchell Hill Rd 
Fairdale, KY 40118 
502/368-5404 
memorialforest.com 
forest@louisvilleky.gov 
Locust Grove 
561 Blankenbaker Ln 40207 
502/897-9845 
locustgrove.org 
lghh@locustgrove.org 
Riverside, The Farnsley-
Moremen Landing 
7410 Moorman Rd 40272 
502/935-6809 
riverside-landing.org
info@riverside-landing.org

Golf Courses
Metro Parks’ golf courses are open 
seven days a week, barring special 
events or weather restrictions.
Each course has a men’s, women’s 
and junior’s association. Member-
ships fund tournaments, USGA 
handicaps, and other events. When 
possible, golfers may perform 
course work to earn privileges.
Flat-soled shoes, tennis, and plastic 
soft-spike shoes are allowed at 
all Metro Parks golf facilities. No 
spikes, cleats or athletic shoes.
If you are planning a company or 
charity outing, Metro Parks’ cours-
es are affordable, with excellent 
amenities and service. Golf pros 
can help plan your details.
Cherokee
2501 Alexander Rd  40204
502/458-9450

9-hole course
Crescent Hill
3110 Brownsboro Rd  40206
502/896-9193

9-hole course
Iroquois
1501 Rundill Rd  40214
502/363-9520

18-hole course

Long Run
1605 Flat Rock Rd  40245
502/245-9015

18-hole course; The First Tee of 
Louisville youth golf instruction
Bobby Nichols
4301 East Pages Ln  
40272
502/937-9051

9-hole course
Seneca
2300 Pee Wee Reese Rd  40205
502/458-9298

18-hole course and driving range
Shawnee
460 Northwestern Pkwy  40212
502/776-9389

18-hole course includes the AT&T 
Youth Golf Academy (free to ages 
18 and under), The First Tee of 
Louisville youth golf instruction, 
and driving range.
Sun Valley
6505 Bethany Ln  40272
502/937-9228

18-hole course
Charlie Vettiner
10207 Mary Dell Ln  40299
502/267-9958

18-hole course

Historic Homes
Locust Grove
561 Blankenbaker Ln 40207
502/897-9845
locustgrove.org
lghh@locustgrove.org

Locust Grove was built circa 1790 
by William Croghan, a veteran of 
the Revolutionary War. The home 
sits on 55 acres and includes gar-
dens, woodlands, outbuildings and 
a visitor center with gallery and 
store. The site is accredited by the 
American Association of Muse-
ums and is on the Lewis and Clark 
National Historic Trail.
Riverside,
The Farnsley-Moremen Landing
7410 Moorman Rd 40272
502/935-6809
riverside-landing.org
info@riverside-landing.org

Riverside, the Farnsley-Moremen 
Landing, is a 300-acre farm on the 
Ohio River. The centerpiece of the 
site is the restored 1837 Farns-
ley-Moremen house, where 19th 
century travelers stopped to trade, 
take on fuel and rest.

Horseback Trails
Horseback riding is only allowed
in areas designated for that use, at 
these parks:
Iroquois Park
1501 Rundill Rd  40214

8



9

Jefferson Memorial Forest
11311 Mitchell Hill Rd 
Long Run Park
1605 Flat Rock Rd  40245
McNeely Lake Park
10500 Cedar Creek Rd  40229
Seneca Park
2300 Pee Wee Reese Rd  40205

Jefferson
Memorial Forest
11311 Mitchell Hill Rd 
Fairdale, KY 40118 
502/368-5404 
memorialforest.com 
forest@louisvilleky.gov 

Jefferson Memorial Forest is 
Louisville’s largest park; at nearly 
6,400 acres and growing, it is the 
nation’s largest municipal urban 
forest and the flagship of Metro 
Parks’ Natural Areas Division.
The Forest features over 22 miles 
of hiking trails and 13 miles of 
multi-use and horse routes. Every-
one can participate in Family Fun 
Days, canoe our lakes, take guided 
hikes, romp with dogs, improve ar-
chery skills and more. Forest staff 
will customize nature, adventure 
and team-building programs for 
your school, club or company.
The Forest’s Horine Conference 
Center, on one of the highest points 
in the area, may be reserved for 
corporate, civic and social events 
far from the noise of the city.
Our Welcome Center is the spot to 
pick up gifts, buy bait, check out a 
free fishing pole or rent a campsite; 
as the Forest’s center of operations 
it is the best place to find out about 
all the programs we offer.

Meeting Spaces
Community Center
Meeting Rooms and 
Gyms
Contact a community center to 
schedule affordable rentals for 
your next meeting, social event or 
private athletic event. See center 
information on pages 5 and 6.

Conference Centers
Iroquois Park Amphitheater
1080 Amphitheater Rd 40215
502/368-5865 
iroquoisamphitheater.com 
parkpermits@louisvilleky.gov 

Reserve the entire theater, a historic 
outdoor venue in the woodland 
setting of Iroquois Park, or just the 
Olmsted Room, a 1,000 square 
foot multi-purpose room perfect for 
private meetings or receptions. 

Jefferson Memorial Forest 
11311 Mitchell Hill Rd 
Fairdale, KY 40118 
502/368-5404 
memorialforest.com 
forest@louisvilleky.gov 

Located 15 miles from downtown, 
the Forest’s more than 6,000 acres 
offer the opportunity to experience 
nature at its most spectacular.
The Horine Conference Center is 
located on one of the highest points 
in Louisville Metro. This elegant 
manor is suitable for all functions 
- business retreats, meetings or 
weddings. Staff can provide indoor 
and outdoor team-building exercis-
es designed for your group’s needs 
and abilities.
A separate rental space above the 
Forest’s Welcome Center is an eco-
nomical option for civic groups.
Locust Grove 
561 Blankenbaker Ln 40207 
502/897-9845 
locustgrove.org 
lghh@locustgrove.org 

Locust Grove’s 1790s Georgian 
mansion is a registered National 
Historic Landmark, restored and 
furnished to its original appear-
ance. The mansion is situated on 55 
acres six miles from downtown. 
Locust Grove’s Visitor’s Cen-
ter welcomes weddings, family 
reunions, community events, 
retreats and business meetings. The 
grounds are available for evening 
events, and tents may be rented and 
set up in designated areas. 
The Visitor’s Center has an audi-
torium with kitchen, and can be 
rented with, or separately from, the 
grounds. The Center is available 
by itself on weekdays for meetings 
and conferences.
Riverside, The Farnsley-
Moremen Landing 
7410 Moorman Rd 40272 
502/935-6809 
riverside-landing.org
info@riverside-landing.org

Located off the Greenbelt Highway 
in Southwest Louisville, Riverside 
is the centerpiece of a 300-acre 
historic site overlooking the Ohio 
River and southern Indiana. 
The Visitor’s Center and Pavilion 
are perfect for events, with breath-
taking views.

Lodges
502/368-5965
metro-parks.org/rentals
parkspermits@louisvilleky.gov

Louisville’s Metro Parks feature in-
door lodges available for business 
events, picnics, weddings, field 
trips and more. Lodges are avail-

able by reservation only. Special 
non-profit rates are available.
Chickasaw Park
1200 Southwestern Pkwy  40211
George Rogers Clark
1024 Thruston Ave  40217
Iroquois Park
1501 Rundill Rd  40214

Jacob’s Lodge.
Shawnee Park
460 Northwestern Pkwy  40212

Golf clubhouse.
Victory Park
1051 South 23rd St  40210

Pavilions
502/368-5965
metro-parks.org/rentals
parkspermits@louisvilleky.gov

Metro Parks also includes more 
than 50 open-air pavilions across 
Louisville, all available for reserva-
tion or informal gatherings.

The Metro Parks
Foundation
502/456-1800
louisvillemetroparksfnd.org

The Louisville Metro Parks Foun-
dation is a 501(c)(3) non-profit 
organization working with Metro 
Parks to raise funds and resources 
to preserve, protect, promote and 
improve Louisville’s public park 
system. It supports their mission by 
coordinating financial and volun-
teer assets and contributions.

Model Airplane
Flying
McNeely Lake Park
10500 Cedar Creek Rd  40229
Charlie Vettiner Park
10207 Mary Dell Ln
40299

Mountain Biking
Mountain biking is only allowed 
on trails designated for that use.
Cherokee Park
745 Cochran Hill Rd  40206
Waverly Park
4800 Waverly Park Rd  40214

Playgrounds with
Accessibility
Camp Taylor Memorial Park
4201 Lee St  40213
Des Pres Park
4709 Lowe Rd  40220
Iroquois Park
1501 Rundill Rd  40214
Shawnee Park
4501 West Broadway  40211

Professional
Development
Jefferson Memorial Forest’s facil-
ities, including our professional 
team-building course, can help 
groups become self-directed, solve 
problems, build trust and take risks. 
Programs focus on teamwork and 
can range from 10 hours to 4 days. 
Schedules and costs are designed to 
meet clients’ needs.
Jefferson Memorial Forest
11311 Mitchell Hill Rd 
Fairdale, KY 40118 
502/368-5404 
memorialforest.com 
forest@louisvilleky.gov 

Rentals
502/368-5865
metro-parks.org/rentals
parkpermits@louisvilleky.gov

Metro Parks feature many locations 
 you may rent to host your next 
outdoor event. Contact staff at least 
2 weeks before an event to obtain 
a permit. Services such as bleacher 
and table rentals, electrical boxes 
and vending permits are available 
for additional fees.

Seniors
Metro Parks conducts programs 
especially tailored for the needs 
and interests of seniors. Programs 
are held around the Metro area, but 
two centers provide meeting space 
dedicated to these patrons.
Flaget Senior Center
4425 Greenwood Ave  40211
502/574-2646 or 502/574-2831
Wilderness Road Senior Center
8111 Blue Lick Road  40219
502/964-5151

Sledding
Whenever there is significant snow 
accumulation (at least 2-3 inches), 
Metro Parks opens its sledding hills 
between 9 a.m. and 11 p.m.
Metro Parks staff will post “open” 
or “closed” signs, depending on 
conditions at designated hills. 
Sledding is permitted only on these 
hills, and only for as long as ade-
quate snow coverage is maintained 
and “open” signs are posted. 
Cherokee Park
Baringer Hill, intersection of Alex-
ander Rd and the Scenic Loop

George Rogers Clark Park
1024 Thruston Ave, behind 
McKinley Ave playground

Joe Creason Park
1297 Trevilian Way, behind Metro 
Parks administration building



McNeely Lake Park
6900 Cooper Chapel Road, 
near the Korean War Memorial

Tyler Park
1501 Castlewood Ave,
on the Tyler Park Dr side of park 

Sledding Rules
• Park vehicles only on pavement 
 in regular parking areas to protect 
 your car from damage. 
• No vehicles are permitted off 
 the pavement in any park 
 at any time. 
• No alcoholic beverages are 
 permitted in any park at any time.

Special Events
502/368-5865
parkpermits@louisvilleky.gov

Metro Parks has 119 locations to 
reserve for outdoor events! Contact 
staff at least 30 days before your 
event to obtain a permit. Other 
services – including bleachers, 
picnic tables, electrical boxes, and 
vending permits – are available for 
an additional fee.

Tennis
                    Louisville Tennis Center
                    3783 Illinois Ave  40213
                    502/456-8140
                    metro-parks.org/ltc

The Louisville Tennis Center, 
2008’s USTA Tennis Facility of the 
year, is privately managed, and is 
open from spring to fall.
The Center is lighted for night use, 
and features 11 clay courts, locker 
rooms and showers as well as 
camps, lessons, leagues, a pro shop 
and concessions.
More than 40 Metro parks feature 
reservable tennis courts. Call 
502/456-8100 for locations.

Trails
Cross
Country
Champions Park
2930 River Rd  40206

3.1 miles
Joe Creason Park
1297 Trevilian Way  40213

3.1 to 6.2 miles
Seneca Park
3151 Pee Wee Reese Rd  40207

3.1 miles

Golf Courses
On the 18-hole Metro Parks golf 
courses, cart paths on the back nine 
holes are open to walkers and jog-
gers weekdays from 6 to 8 a.m.
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Hiking
Cherokee Park
745 Cochran Hill Rd  
40206
Fern Creek Park
8703 Ferndale Rd  40291
Iroquois Park
2120 Rundill Rd  40214
Jefferson Memorial Forest
11311 Mitchell Hill Rd  40118
502/368-5404

35 miles of trails, plus a paved 
disability-accessible trail
Hays Kennedy Park
7303 Beachland Beech Rd  40059
502/583-3060

Trails in Garvin Brown Preserve 
managed by River Fields
McNeely Lake Park
10500 Cedar Creek Rd  40229
Charlie Vettiner Park
5550 Charlie Vettiner Park Rd
40299
Waverly Park
4800 Waverly Park Rd  40214

Walking and Exercise
Algonquin Park
1614 Cypress St  40210

0.25 mile: walking
Beargrass Creek Greenway
2001 Lexington Rd  40206

1.33 miles: multi-use
Blue Lick Park
4114 Mudd Ln  40229

0.25 mile: walking
Breslin Park
1388 Lexington Rd  40206 

0.33 mile: multi-use
Butchertown Greenway
Brownsboro Road 
to River Rd 

0.5 mile: multi-use
Camp Taylor Memorial Park
4201 Lee Ave  40213
Cane Run Road Park
4816 Cane Run Rd  40216

0.75 mile: walking
Cherokee Park
745 Cochran Hill Rd  40206

• Baringer Path: 0.6 mile: multi-use
• Scenic Loop: 2.4 miles: multi-use
• Willow Pond: 0.375 mile: walking 
Chickasaw Park
1200 Southwestern Pkwy  40211

1 mile: fitness
Carrie Gaulbert Cox Park
3730 River Rd  40207

1 mile: multi-use
Joe Creason Park
1297 Trevilian Way  40213 
• Park Loop: 1.5 miles: multi-use
• Newburg-Illinois: 0.875 mile: 
 multi-use

• Newburg Loop: 0.5 mile: 
 multi-use
Des Pres Park
4709 Lowe Rd  40220

0.5 mile: walking
Flaget Field Park
4425 Greenwood Ave  40211

   0.25 mile: walking
     highview Park
     7201 Outer Loop  40228

    0.33 mile: walking
 Iroquois Park
2120 Rundill Rd  40214

• New Cut Rd: 1.6 miles: multi-use
• Rundill Rd: 3.5 miles: multi-use
• Summit Hill: 0.25 mile: walking
• Toppill Road: 0.5 mile: multi-use
• Uppill Road: 1.5 miles: multi-use
Jefferson Memorial Forest
11311 Mitchell Hill Rd  40118

• Tom Wallace Recreation Area
 0.25 mile: walking
Hays Kennedy Park
7303 Beachland Beech Rd  40059

0.75 mile: walking
Klondike Park
3809 Klondike Ln  40218

0.33 mile: walking
Long Run Park
1605 Flat Rock Rd  40245

 1.7 miles: multi-use
   Petersburg Park
   5008 East Indian Tr  40218

  0.35 mile: walking
Roberson Run Walking Path
  8205 Judge Blvd  40219

     0.5 mile: multi-use
        Seneca Park
        3151 Pee Wee Reese Rd  40207 
     1.2 miles: walking
Shawnee Park
4501 W Broadway  40211

1.3 miles: multi-use
Shelby Park
600 East Oak St  40203

0.6 mile: walking
South Central Park
2400 Colorado Ave  40208

0.33 mile: walking
Thurman Hutchins Park
3734 River Rd  40207

0.8 mile: walking
Tyler Park
1501 Castlewood Ave  40204

0.125 mile: walking
Charlie Vettiner Park
5550 Charlie Vettiner Park Rd  
40299

0.25 mile: fitness
Victory Park
1051 South 23rd St  40210

0.4 mile: walking

Watterson Lake
1714 South Wheatmore Dr  40215

0.25 mile: walking
Waverly Park
4800 Waverly Park Rd  40214

0.4 mile: walking
Wyandotte Park
1104 Beecher St  40215

0.25 mile: walking

Wi-Fi
Free wireless internet 
signals, allowing Metro
Parks patrons internet access 
on their personal data devices, 
is available at these community 
centers.
Beechmont Community Center
205 West Wellington Ave  40214
502/361-5484
California Community Center
1600 West St. Catherine St  40210
502/574-2658
Portland Community Center
640 North 27th St  40212
502/776-0913
Southwick Community Center
3621 Southern Ave  40211
502/775-6598
Shawnee Arts
and Cultural Center
607 South 37th St  40211
502/775-5268

Volunteering
502/456-3256
parksvc@louisvilleky.gov

Volunteer involvement in 
maintaining and enhancing 
Louisville’s parks and recreation 
system furthers our mission to 
create a City of Parks – where 
people can play, learn, grow and 
be healthy. Civic participation 
isn’t just a vital component of a 
strong and healthy community, 
it’s also fun!
Metro Parks coordinates opportu-
nities for individuals, businesses, 
neighborhoods, schools, places of 
worship and other groups to come 
together and help keep Louisville’s 
parks in their best possible shape.
Under Metro Parks supervision 
these groups take part in routine, 
self-directed services, from litter 
and limb pickup to approved proj-
ects like painting and mulching.
If you are looking for a rewarding 
way to spend time, Metro Parks 

is in need of volunteers 14 or 
older.



Bone-Dry Waterproofing Inc.,
A Local Louisville Business
With a Big Heart 
On October 11, 2013, a group of 10 volunteers from Bone-Dry Water-
proofing helped Metro Parks and Recreation with a day-long project 
painting and making improvements to the Iroquois Park horse arena. They 
also continued a two-month effort to prepare the site for an upcoming 
large group project with volunteers from General Electric.
Thanks to Bone-Dry owner Jim Clark, a simple request for advice on 
drainage issues at the site turned out to be a huge gift for Metro Parks. 
Bone-Dry singlehandedly remodeled the surface of the arena, using their 
own materials, then rented additional equipment to complete the task 
when it was needed. In addition, the team removed old fence boards 
around the arena. They worked for weeks on end to make sure all the 
work was done correctly, and the value assessed for the labor and equip-
ment well exceeded $22,000. 
What Bone-Dry did for Metro Parks and the neighbrohood is really just 
the tip of the iceberg as far as this company is concerned. Before working 
with us on this project they had also done extensive work on the Iroquois 
horse stable (next to the arena), as well as waterproofing the Louisville 
Metro Police department’s K-9 unit. In the fall of 2012, Bone-Dry Water-
proofing & Foundation Repair was invited to participate in the Extreme 
Makeover: Home Edition television program’s complete reconstruction 
of the Lampe family’s Louisville home. Their team spent more than 360 
hours transforming the home, in only one week.
There is more! In November 2011 Bone Dry transformed a vacant lot 
full of weeds, dead trees and trash into a beautiful green space behind the 
Kentucky Humane Society’s main campus. As you can see, Bone Dry 
Waterproofing and its employees have spread helping hands throughout 
the community. Every step of the way, they supplied enormous amounts 
of supplies and labor, all in the name of giving back to the community.

BECOME INVOLVED! GET TO KNOW US

Louisville Metro Parks and Recreation websites feature information on parks and facilities, 
as well as maps, images, news articles, posts and updates of interest to parkgoers.

You may view and download PDFs of this and many other parks-related publications.

twitter.com/loumetroparks

facebook.com/
louisville.metro.parks

flickr.com/photos/
louisvillemetroparks

Post Office Box 37280
Louisville KY  40233-7280
502/456-8100

Parks-Related 
Contacts
MetroCall 24-hour
customer service
311 or 502/574-5000
Brightside
502/574-2613
21st Century Parks
502/584-0350
Kentucky Department
of Tourism
502/564-4930
1-800/225-TRIP
kentuckytourism.com

Kentucky Fish and Wildlife 
Resources
1-800/858-1549
fw.ky.gov
Kentucky State Parks
502/564-2172
1-800/255-PARK
parks.ky.gov
Louisville Nature Center
502/458-1328
louisvillenaturecenter.org
Waterfront Park
502/574-3768
louisvillewaterfront.com

Employees from Bone-Fry Waterproofing
doing work at Iroquois Parks’ horse arena

Waverly Park, Hidden Jewel
Waverly Hills is commonly known for its allegedly haunted sanatorium, 
but this neighborhood has much more to offer. Waverly Park is one of 
Louisville’s best keep secrets: 300 acres of beautiful woodlands including 
a fishing lake, hiking and bike trails, a playground, grills and picnic areas, 
all alongside a 9-hole golf course.
Waverly Park is located off Arnoldtown Road and Clayton Terrace, on a 
hill just east of Dixie Highway. The land was originally owned by Major 
Thomas H. Hays, a Hardin County lawyer and Civil War veteran. Hays 
built a school to educate his children, and hired teacher Lizzie Lee Harris. 
Ms. Harris loved the writings of Sir Walter Scott, including his novel 
Waverley, and named the school Waverley School. Hays liked the name 
so well he named his property Waverley (eventually “Waverly”) Hills.
In response to America’s growing tuberculosis epidemic, the Louisville 
Tuberculosis Association purchased land from Hays and as of 1910 
finished construction on a tuburcular hospital there. The Waverly Hills 
Sanitorium treated patients for more than 50 years, until it closed in 1961.
By 1963, the Jefferson County Playground and Recreation Board owned 
273 acres of Hays’ land. The board asked the county’s Fiscal Court to pur-
chase an adjacent 29 acres - the Kessler property - and open the property 
to the public as Waverly Hills Park.

Next door to Waverly Park is Bobby Nichols Golf Course, a 9-hole course 
named for Louisville native Robert Herman Nichols. Today he is known 
for winning the 1964 PGA championship; he began playing on the Tour in 
1960 and recorded 11 Tour victories.
Over the past few years, Waverly has had been the beneficiary of upgrades 
including a new fishing dock, parking lot, pavilion, bridge and sustain-
able bike trails. The Kentucky Mountain Bike Association (KyMBA), an 
Adopt-A-Park Partner, works closely with Metro Parks’ Natural Areas 
Division to help maintain the park, specifically the bike trails.


